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and diversified, Annandale High School has 
followed the community’s example. The school 
boasts such a great diversity that it recently 
received national attention. During his second 
term, President Clinton publicly recognized 
Annandale as a ‘‘model school for diversity’’, 
commenting on the fact that Annandale’s stu-
dent body represents over 80 countries and 
more than 40 native languages. 

To this day, Annandale High School re-
mains a distinguished and greatly lauded 
school in all aspects from sports to the arts to 
academics. Annandale High School has won 
six state football championships and many 
other state-level recognitions. In addition, the 
band program, accompanied by the choral de-
partment, has won multiple awards in national 
competition and has performed in concerts at 
the Kennedy Center. This summer, a select 
choir will participate in the second part of an 
international exchange program with Germany. 
Furthermore, Annandale High School has 
taken the initiative to pioneer the International 
Baccalaureate program within the Fairfax 
County Public School System. This program, 
which allows students to take accelerated, 
honors courses that count towards an inter-
nationally recognized diploma, is one that 
other schools throughout the county remain 
reluctant to adopt due to its rigorous nature. 

Annandale High School plays an instru-
mental role in shaping its students into kind, 
considerate, and generous individuals devoted 
to helping others and improving their commu-
nity. Most recently, three sisters, all students 
at Annandale, founded Wash America, a car 
wash initiative designed to provide financial 
support to families of the victims of the Sep-
tember 11th attacks. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I would like to thank 
Annandale High School faculty and staff for 
the immeasurable contributions that they have 
made to the community by shaping today’s 
youth and tomorrow’s future. I congratulate the 
High School on its successes over the last 50 
years and I wish it more successful years in 
the future. I ask that my colleagues join me in 
applauding this outstanding and distinguished 
institution. 
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Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Seth Thomas Johnsen, a very 
special young man who has exemplified the 
finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by 
taking an active part in the Boy Scouts of 
America, Troop 135, and by earning the most 
prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Brian has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
4 years Brian has been involved with Scout-
ing, he has earned 26 merit badges and held 
numerous leadership positions, serving as Pa-
trol and Senior Patrol Leader, 4-year camper 
at H. Roe Bartle Scout Reservation, and as a 
Brave in the Tribe of Mic-O-Say. 

For his Eagle Scout project, Tommy orga-
nized the Scouts and Leaders into teams for 

the purpose of cleaning and painting fire hy-
drants in the City of Kearney to the color of 
safety yellow. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Seth Thomas Johnsen for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the life of Gary Weston, who was 
recently killed in Kosovo. 

Gary Weston was an employee of DynCorp 
International, which was serving with the 
United Nations as international police officers. 
Gary and other members were fired upon by 
a Jordanian police officer for unknown reason. 
Two fellow workers were killed in the resulting 
firefight. Gary was flown to a hospital after re-
ceiving several gunshots. He later died from 
complications of the gunshot wounds, his wife 
Nina Weston was there by her husband’s side. 

Gary Weston was 52 years old and lived in 
Vienna, Illinois. Not enough can be said about 
the great sacrifice this man made for his coun-
try, the ultimate sacrifice. He is survived by 
wife, Nina Weston; his mother, Christine Wes-
ton of Metropolis; a son, Richard N. Weston of 
Granite City; two daughters, Rachel A. Weston 
of Honolulu, Hawaii and Elizabeth E. Weston 
of Vienna; five grandchildren, Trey, Derek, 
Heather, Dalton and Parker; two brothers, Ben 
and wife Jan Weston of Vienna and Ed and 
wife Susan Weston of Cape Girardeau; a sis-
ter, Melinda and husband Ron White of Aus-
tin, Texas; and his mother-in-law, Marilyn 
Whiteside of Vienna. My thoughts and prayers 
go out to his families and loved ones. Gary 
Weston gave his life in an effort to improve 
the lives of others. This sacrifice should never 
be forgotten. 
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Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of the dedication of the National World 
War II Memorial on the National Mall on Satur-
day, May 29, 2004. 

Dedicated almost 60 years after the end of 
World War II, this stunning memorial honors 
all military veterans of the war, citizens on the 
home front, the nation at large and the high 
moral purpose and idealism that motivated the 
nation’s call to arms. 

We must never forget the 16 million troops 
who served in the armed forces during World 
War II and the more than 400,000 who made 
the ultimate sacrifice. As a member of the 

House Armed Services Committee, I know the 
importance of the troops’ sacrifice to protect 
our freedom. 

I am especially pleased to welcome over 
200 Long Island veterans to Washington, DC 
for the dedication. Serving those who have 
served our country has been one of my great-
est honors as a Member of Congress. I am 
proud to have secured over $1.16 million in 
retroactive benefits for veterans in my district. 

On this historic occasion, we must remem-
ber to honor our troops and veterans not only 
with memorials and red poppy lapel pins, but 
also in our policies and budgets. Restoring 
cuts to veteran’s services and making VA 
spending mandatory, not discretionary should 
be a top priority. We in Congress have a duty 
to make America a fit country for these heroes 
to live in. 

This memorial is a long-overdue tribute to 
the ‘‘Greatest Generation.’’ They risked and 
gave their lives to protect our freedom, and we 
must ensure our debt to them is repaid. 
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Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize an outstanding and devoted citizen 
in my state, Mrs. Pamela Lynn Wiley. On Sun-
day, June 6, 2004, she will be honored with 
the Lifetime Achievement Award at St. Paul’s 
Calvary United Church of God Usher’s Annual 
Day. 

Pamela was born on November 16, 1958 in 
Summit, New Jersey to the late Thomas and 
Gloria Peterson. She grew up in Vauxhall, 
New Jersey, where she attended the Union 
County school system and graduated from 
Union High School in 1977. 

Pamela has been an active member of 
Saint Paul’s Calvary United Church of God for 
over 40 years, ministering to its members 
through her service on many of the church 
boards and committees. 

She is a member of their missionary depart-
ment, as well as the Saint Paul’s Calvary 
Young Adult Choir, The Voices of Praise. She 
is also an advisor to the CLC ensemble. 

She is a beloved member of the usher 
board, having joined at a very young age, and 
is actively serving as their Vice President. 

Pamela will be joined at this celebration by 
many friends and family, including her hus-
band, Nathan Lamont Wiley, Sr.; her oldest 
daughter, A1C Joyita Kwamina Wiley-Jackson 
(U.S. Air Force); her son, CS3 Nathan Lamont 
Wiley, Jr. (U.S. Navy); her youngest daughter, 
SFC Gloria Lynette Wiley (Union High School 
JROTC); and her sisters, Kimm and Kiesha 
Peterson. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in extending 
my thanks to Pamela Lynn Wiley for her years 
of ministry and service to her congregation 
and to our community, and I invite my col-
leagues to join me in wishing her the strength 
and grace to continue for many years to 
come. 
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